
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
SOUTH LAKELAND 

Meeting date:   17th May 2018

From: Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP  
MEETING   11TH APRIL 2018

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report provides the notes of the meeting of the Highways and 
Transportation Working Group (the Working Group) held on 11th April 
2018 and includes recommendations for consideration by the Local 
Committee. 

2.0 POLICY POSITION, BUDGETARY AND EQUALITY 
IMPLICATIONS AND LINKS TO CORPORATE STRATEGY

2.1 The policy position, links to corporate strategy, and the budgetary 
implications are set out in the individual Working Group reports 
previously circulated to Members.

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 that Local Committee note the Minutes of the Working Group meeting 
of 11th April 2018 attached as Appendix 1; 

3.2.1 That Local Committee note that the Working Group agreed that the 
Chairs of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group and Local Committee meet with relevant people from the District 
Council, Town Councils and Environment Agency with a view to 
forming a steering group to progress the case for the Kendal Northern 
Access Route and other matters related to the Local Plan.

3.2.2 That the Local Committee consider the structure and role of the 
proposed steering group.



4.0  BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Minutes of the Working Group held on 11th April 2018 are attached to 
this report at Appendix 1. 

4.2 The Working Group at its meeting on 11th April considered a briefing paper 
and presentation by the then Corporate Director – Economy and Highways, 
which provided a summary of the Grizebeck Transport Scheme project. 

The Lead Infrastructure Planning Officer presented the background to the 
scheme including the reasons for Grizebeck being identified as an area 
subject to significant constraints relating to safety, connectivity and 
resilience; and therefore being identified as a priority for work to support 
economic growth, improve connectivity, improve network performance and 
minimise environmental impacts.

The report informed that the project would undertake further development 
and appraisal for a potential transport scheme on the A595 at Grizebeck. It 
was advised that there was no funding identified to deliver the project at 
present, but it was important to have an Outline Business Case to support 
future bids for funding. In order to support this, the Council had recently 
appointed a consultant to undertake a detailed study which would be 
focussed on the area of Grizebeck and explain the need for the scheme, 
value for money and deliverability.

Progress on the study, including the preferred intervention and emerging 
scheme options will be presented to Members at a future meeting.

4.3 The Working Group received a presentation from the then Corporate 
Director – Economy and Highways, which discussed the Kendal Strategic 
Transport Infrastructure Study.

Members considered commentary on the following:-

- Background and purpose of the study
- Option identification and assessment
- Outputs
- Further scheme development
- Next steps
- Delivery Plan

In 2017 the Kendal Strategic Transport Infrastructure Study was completed. 
The County Council commissioned this study in partnership with South 
Lakeland District Council and Kendal Town Council. The Study considered 
potential infrastructure improvements needed to support the future role and 
growth of Kendal.

Within the Study four options were identified for detailed assessment:

(1) Northern Access Route 
(2) Southern Access Route 
(3) Cross River Access



(4) Northern Access Route and Cross River Access

The Study concluded that the preferred option was a Northern Access 
Route, which would compromise a new road to the north of Kendal, 
connecting the A591 at Plumgarths roundabout with the A6/ A685.

The identification and assessment of the Northern Access Route was based 
on a number of assumptions regarding the location and quantum of future 
growth in Kendal.

The next full stage of the development would be the preparation of an 
Outline Business Case.  This would include confirmation of the preferred 
option and identification of a preferred route alignment, detailed assessment 
of the benefits and costs of the preferred option including undertaking 
economic and environment appraisals and public consultation on route 
options.

However it was advised that there would be significant costs associated with 
this further study work and at present no identified route to deliver the 
scheme.

As a result the Programme Lead – Infrastructure Planning advised that it 
was not yet appropriate to commence the development of an Outline 
Business Case due to the number of uncertainties and the major costs and 
risks associated with the work. In the meantime, an incremental approach 
was proposed to carry out further assessment and evidence development.

Alongside this it was proposed to further explore options to improve traffic 
movements in the town centre, aligned to the ongoing preparation of the 
Kendal Masterplan by South Lakeland District Council. To progress the work 
a budget of up to £70,000 was considered necessary and a funding package 
was to be confirmed. Subject to funding, it was proposed to procure 
consultants to undertake the next stage of development work. It was 
informed that this further work would be undertaken from May to Autumn 
2018.

The consultants work would support the further consideration of the benefits, 
options and the constraints, which will move the project forward while also 
enabling a fuller consideration in the context of the emerging South Lakeland 
Local Plan.

A request was made to set up a project board to oversee and drive the 
project. Members expressed the importance of maintaining momentum on 
the project and stated that regular board meetings would be important. The 
Group wished to involve the District Council to ensure joined up working.

It was agreed that the Chairs of the South Lakeland Highways and 
Transportation Working Group and Local Committee meet with relevant 
people from the District Council, Town Councils and Environment Agency 
with a view to forming a steering group to progress the case for the Kendal 
Northern Access Route and other matters related to the Local Plan.



It was recommended that Local Committee consider the structure and role of 
the proposed steering group.

4.4 Consideration was given to a briefing paper and presentation by the 
Corporate Director – Economy and Highways which informed Members of 
the progress made to date and current position of proposed 
repairs/replacement of the highway and public rights of way footbridges 
damaged by the winter storms of 2015/16 and Storm Desmond in particular. 

4.5 Consideration was given to a briefing paper by the then Corporate Director – 
Economy and Highways which informed Members about the Priority 
Assessment Scheme employed to determine future carriageway and footway 
schemes which formed the Local Committees devolved capital programme.

4.6 The Working Group received a briefing paper by the then Corporate Director 
– Economy and Highways which summarised the work undertaken in 
2017/18 on the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) funded Kendal 
Infrastructure Improvements. This was in response to questions raised at 
South Lakeland Local Committee in March 2018.

The Highways Network Manager presented the report and explained that he 
would pass the information on to the member of the public who asked the 
question concerning the proposed North Kendal Cycle Route on Shap Road 
at the previous Local Committee meeting.

It was highlighted that Officers were aware of the desire to progress 
measures not identified in this business case (e.g. a riverside cycle route) 
however schemes not included in the current Infrastructure Deficit plan did 
not support the agreed business case and therefore could not be delivered 
with the Growth Deal funding available. The funding was approved by 
Cumbria LEP in 2014 and funding allocated in 2015/16, since then the 
County Council had progressed with the delivery of this package of 
measures. 

The Local Member for Kendal Nether explained that local residents did not 
feel the Cycle Route would be successful and had safety concerns. However 
it was reinforced that going ahead with the North Kendal Cycle Route would 
not prevent another cycle route being introduced.

4.7 The Working Group also received a briefing paper from the then Corporate 
Director – Economy and Highways informing Members of progress made in 
delivering the 2017-18 Devolved Capital Programme since its last meeting. 
Further papers will be brought to future meetings informing Members of 
progress on the 2018-19 Devolved Capital Programme

4.8 The Working Group also received a briefing paper from the then Corporate 
Director – Economy and Highways which updated Members on disc parking 
which was previously reported to the Highways and Transportation Working 
Group on 21 February 2017. The previous report set out information 
regarding disc parking and considered the wider application and possible use 
across the South Lakeland area.



The only current County Council Disc Parking scheme in the area was in 
Ambleside. It was explained that disc parking is a preferred method of 
parking enforcement as less observation is required. The report advised on 
areas that would be appropriate for Disc Zones or Disc Parking but explained 
that no disc parking schemes were under consideration at the time of the 
meeting. 

Members who wished to consider progressing Disc Parking Zones in their 
area were advised to approach the Traffic Management Team for initial 
discussions. However, it was advised there was no 2018/19 capital allocation 
identified as a fund specifically for disc parking and therefore would need to 
be funded from their capital allocation for Members Highways Works 
2018/19.

The Team Leader for Traffic Management explained that there was a cost in 
undertaking a Traffic Regulation Order (in the region of between £3,500 -
£5,000) and minor costs in relation to signage and the issuing of discs.

The Chair expressed a view that Disc Parking Zones would lead to a better 
use of Enforcement Officers time and should be considered in future.

4.9 Items for future meetings of the Working Group are set out in Paragraph 54 
of the minutes which are attached as Appendix 1. 

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 The Local Committee may accept, amend or reject the recommendations.

6 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS
6.1 There are no direct financial implications at this stage arising from the 

recommendations to this report.

7 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
7.1 There are no direct legal implications to this report at this stage.

8 CONCLUSION
8.1 The Local Committee is asked to note or consider (where applicable) the 

recommendations set out in paragraphs 3.1, 3.2.1 and 3.2.2.

Dominic Donnini – Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure

17th May 2018



APPENDICES
Appendix 1 Minutes of the Highways and Transportation Working Group 

Meeting 11th April 2018.
IMPLICATIONS

Staffing: None
Financial: As set out in the relevant reports to the Highways and 

Transportation Working Group.
Electoral Division(s): All South Lakeland

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken? No

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

None.
Contact: Peter Hosking
Tel. No.: 0300 303 2992 
E-mail:  peter.hosking@cumbria.gov.uk

mailto:peter.hosking@cumbria.gov.uk

